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Senator Mike Crapo

239 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Crapo,

We at Liz Claiborne Inc. applaud your commitment to ending teen dating violence and your leadership role in securing both Senate and House of Representative resolutions designating February 6- 10, 2006 “National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week.”  We agree that it is vital to address this issue when teens are just beginning to experiment with dating relationships, as that education may help to curb instances of dating violence now, and consequently domestic violence instances in the future. It is widely accepted that children who abuse or are abused, are more likely to experience abuse in their adult lives.

To tackle this issue at the Junior High, Middle and High School levels (primarily with 9th and 10th graders) Liz Claiborne Inc. has developed a three-day curriculum, titled Love Is Not Abuse, which provides a step-by-step outline for teaching about this sensitive subject in the classroom. 

In observation of National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week, we are happy to report that we are expanding our efforts, and collaborating with the American Bar Association to distribute the Love Is Not Abuse curriculum to schools in 41 states across the country.  

For nearly 15 years, Liz Claiborne Inc. has worked to raise public awareness of intimate partner violence.  This past year, the company sponsored a national survey among teens to determine whether dating abuse was a problem.  What we found was alarming.  The survey revealed that over 57% of teens know friends who have experienced physical, sexual or verbal abuse in dating relationships and 73% of teens said that physical violence in dating is a serious issue; yet teens have few places to turn for support. 

Many American teenagers are dealing with dating violence on a daily basis.  And having a key public figure like you address and call attention to the issue on a National scale is an important step towards ending the abuse. By bringing the issue of dating violence into the spotlight, together we can ensure the cycle of violence in teen dating relationships is prevented. 

We look forward to working with you and greatly admire your leadership and commitment to this issue.

Sincerely,
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Jane Randel

Vice President, Corporate Communications

Liz Claiborne Inc.
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