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Call to Action to Address DC’s Teen Dating Violence Epidemic

Washington, DC -- Congress’ designation of February 6-10, 2006 as the first ever National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week is a call to action for the District, which has the highest rate of teen dating violence among major municipalities in the United States.
  Nationwide, as many as one third of teens are involved in abusive relationships during their adolescent years.
  Physical and sexual dating violence against adolescent girls is associated with increased risk of use of illegal substances; driving after drinking; unhealthy weight control behaviors; sexual risk behaviors; pregnancy; and suicidality.
  In spite of the statistical realities, teen dating violence is often not recognized as a serious problem.  Yet, teens’ lives are at grave risk from dating violence.  Abusive dating partners have subjected WEAVE’s teen clients to severe beatings, rapes, strangulation, attacks with deadly weapons, threats against their lives, and even the murder of a parent.  
Despite the pervasiveness and severity of teen dating violence, legal barriers in the District and elsewhere often prevent teens from accessing protections and services related to their abuse.  WEAVE’s Teen Dating Violence Program, launched in 2001, is working with our collaborative partners and the D.C. Council to propose and implement policy and legislative reforms to remove these barriers and increase teens’ access to life-saving protections and services.  WEAVE also offers preventive education to help teens avoid abusive relationships, and legal representation, counseling, and economic advocacy to help them get safe when they are abused.
WEAVE applauds Congress for drawing attention to the problem of teen dating violence by designating February 6-10 as National Teen Dating Violence Prevention and Awareness Week.  For more information about WEAVE’s programs and services for teen and adult survivors of domestic violence, please visit us at www.weaveincorp.org or contact us (202) 452-9550.
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