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the Democrats, but they want the United
States to fail in every way, it seems!

Now, a little more about my wife and I. We
are both disabled after working hard all our
lives and had a good income till our disabil-
ities set in. She went down first, and I fol-
lowed a few years later. God put us together
for a reason, I have to believe. It must be so
we could lean on each other. But needless to
say we live on a small, fixed income and,
eight years ago, my wife’s mother had to
come and live with us because she has Alz-
heimer’s Disease. We got along OK, I guess,
till the gas prices shot up.

I remember 1973 and 1981. I know the prices
go up and never come back down to the point
they were, even long after the ‘‘crisis” is
over. In ten or so years, it is possible we
could be self-sufficient as far as petroleum
and natural gas go. If we drill everywhere we
can, build refineries to process the crude, in
10-12 years, we could have gas prices back to
something where we could afford to eat.

Because it is not just the gas prices, it is
everything that has to be trucked or shipped
by air. Airlines are going belly up, we cannot
afford to eat food that is good for us so we
have to go to a high starch, low protein diet
which will kill us quicker. The long term so-
lution is other means and other types of fuel.
But in the short term, the NOW term, we
need to drill and I'll even say, having lived in
Alaska for a few years, if people knew how
vast the 49th state is, they would say ‘“‘Go
right ahead, drill!” Because it would not
hurt any animals, the pipeline could hook
right up to the one that already runs from
Prudoe Bay to Valdez. It is simple really, but
Congress has always found a way to make it
hard. Our whole government seems to be
“‘out of touch’ with its citizens’ needs.

Did you know that ANWR is 700 miles from
the nearest tree? There is nothing there! But
oil if we drill it. And we wouldn’t have to
drill there if we drilled off shore, in the Da-
kotas and Montana, used coal-to-oil tech-
nology. The ocean floor pollutes more in
seepage than drilling ever could because we
have ‘‘green” technology, and they do not
shoot up toward the skies anymore like the
old black and white movies always show it.

But these gas prices just kill people like
my wife and others in our situation. We get
our fair share every month on the third be-
cause we both started working when we were
teenagers (I was told this helped with the
money part), and my wife’s mother is 71 and
worked her whole life. But we are still a fam-
ily of three with kids who are grown, and six
wonderful grandchildren who we like to
make sure their birthdays and Christmases
are filled with gifts from us that cost money
which we do not have. If I could afford a
Prius, I'd buy one! (maybe). But the fact is I
have a ’96 Plymouth Voyager and that has to
last me the rest of my life, hopefully.

So I need lower gas prices and, as I ramble
on here (you invited me to—LOL), I know
the solution and so do most of the Repub-
licans and even some Democrats, except they
won’t let us drill. It seems that the parties
have to follow like lemmings and they just
cannot think for themselves.

Other countries are drilling OUR oil right
off our coasts! They are, and I'll tell you
how. They drill down and then make a 60-90
degree turn and go under our waters and
even under our land and are going to get our
oil while leasing waters from Cuba! This, sir,
makes me sick!!! If I were in charge, I'd drill
right through a polar bear’s skull, if I had to,
to get at the oil that we have more of than
Saudi Arabia! We do! OK. Not really.

But the polar bear was put on the endan-
gered species list, when they have grown six-
fold in number (where’s the sense in that?).
There are five, six times as many polar bears
now than there were 2565 years ago, and NOW

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

they decide to put them on the endangered
species list? And merely to keep us from
drilling in Alaska. I'll close by saying this:
Please try to persuade all Republicans and
any Democrats you know that may come
over to the common sense side of it all and
allow us to drill! That is the only way we
will be energy self-sufficient in the next ten
years, unless Al Gore is going to buy me an
electric minivan.

And just a quick note: I do not know if I
believe global warming exists, but even
more, I am pretty sure that, if it does indeed
exist, man is not responsible for it. I have
personally talked to scientists and saw an
interview on the ‘“‘Glenn Beck’ program with
the founder of ‘“The Weather Channel” and
he said that global warming or climate
change is the biggest hoax ever pulled on the
American people and the world! It is merely
a cycle the earth goes through and if you
look back to about 60-70 years ago, you’'d see
the same cycles and temperatures and
storms, etc.

OK, Senator, I'm done. I hope you find
time to personally read this, because you are
one of the good ones who seems to be in
touch with the people’s needs, along with the
country’s needs. You have always done a
good job and, for the most part, I like the
way you vote.

Thank you,
RICHARD and KELLEY.

Now you are talking, Senator. . . . If more
Senators and Congress Representatives
started asking the people to share their
thoughts, ideas, and struggles that we are all
being put through with this energy crisis, we
could believe that government really had our
interest at heart, instead of just their own. I
have done a lot of research in past months,
and find it hard to understand with all the
oil we have here in our own country, and we
know we have it. Why do we go elsewhere for
it and, literally, held ransom while someone
else profits?

And on another issue of being held hostage
for energy, are all these utility companies.
We always hear on the news, how much prof-
it they made, and then how much more it is
going to cost us, “We the People,” for its
use, and then they have the gall to announce
their big corporate raises. If we have to suf-
fer the higher costs, then they should also,
by waiving their raises until things are
under control again. That is my thought on
this, as well as many others.

We are a family of four seniors on fixed in-
comes, all with health issues. My mom is 85,
bedridden. And my brother-in-law is a three-
time cancer survivor, a shell of a man. He
served two terms in Vietnam in the midst of
Agent Orange and cannot even get any vet-
eran’s compensation. His wife is his care-
giver, and she suffers horribly from
fibromyalgia. I'm a widow and a caregiver
for my mom, who is also now a widow. We
have had to come together in order to sur-
vive. So we have to watch carefully every
penny we spend. We live 15 miles out of town,
and have to watch how many trips we take
into town so as not to waste gas. We have
cut back to using one car, and try to cor-
relate our doctor visits and trips to the phar-
macy. And it still costs as much or more
than it did using two cars before the price
gouging.

I am a lot more in tune to what is going on
in this country and how we are being treated
by our own government. It is really criminal
to say the least. We, who have worked our
whole life paying into our system and serv-
ing our country in loyalty, and with our
lives, we deserve to be treated with far more
respect than we get. Senator, we know that
this system is working hard to take our sov-
ereignty from us. We are not stupid people;
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we see and read beyond what the system
wants us to know. Please be one of those who
are on the side of people, for our freedom of
Constitutional rights.

Long live the United States of America,
where our flag flies with pride, and blood has
been shed in her honor.

Respectfully,
ANDREA.

Senator Crapo,

I manage an insurance agency with twenty
independent salespeople at Farm Bureau In-
surance. I could give you quite a few stories,
but the one I am most familiar with is my
son that works for us. He is 35 years old and
has triplets that are two-and-one-half years
old. He also has an eleven-year-old and a
nine-year-old, so he has a full house. His wife
is obviously now a stay-at-home mom, but
the energy crunch along with grocery infla-
tion is absolutely devastating. He coaches
his Little League baseball traveling team
and so between his sales career, baseball, and
running kids all over, his gas bill alone is be-
tween $600 and $700 per month. With the tri-
plet children, the vehicle has to be a large,
used SUV. Couple that with his pick-up, and
the gas mileage is not the greatest! The larg-
er vehicles, however, are a necessity. This is
just the icing on the cake when you also con-
sider the larger house that they now live in
with increased utility costs plus the inflated
cost of groceries, especially milk. It is time
that we start drilling and looking for an ef-
fective domestic energy policy and quit
outsourcing on energy to foreign soil. We
sincerely hope that Congress does something
and soon, and that they develop a long term
comprehensive policy to prevent future simi-
lar crises.

RON.

To the powers that be:

I am a handicapped woman existing on my
Social Security and let me tell you, it only
goes so far. I live outside of town about six
miles and granted, that is not a great dis-
tance, but it adds up very fast. As you know,
Social Security really is not enough to live
on, and now I am having to add in out-
rageously high fuel prices for my furnace and
car.

We live in the greatest nation, the richest
nation and still we are dependent on foreign
fuel to meet our needs. Why is that? We have
the capacity to be so much more independent
and yet, the consumer, me, pays out and
pays out until there is nothing left. Will I be
able to save any money to pay for my burial?
No, not at the rate things are going. It is a
sad commentary on the government when
those who have not have to take care of
those that have. . . . sad, indeed.

It is time for government to be ‘‘of the peo-
ple” once again, and not out for their own
individual gain.

CINDY.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THILMANY PAPERS

e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I want to
take a quick moment to congratulate
Thilmany Papers of Kaukauna, WI, on
their 1256th year anniversary. From
humble beginnings with 18 employees,
it has grown to a family of 1,000 em-
ployees today. This trusted paper man-
ufacturer, founded on the banks of the
Fox River 125 years ago, continues to
provide specialty papers with a cus-
tomer service record unmatched in
eastern Wisconsin.



