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will be easily resolved, but it is one
that deserves immediate and serious
attention, and Idahoans deserve to be
heard. Their stories not only detail
their struggles to meet everyday ex-
penses, but also have suggestions and
recommendations as to what Congress
can do now to tackle this problem and
find solutions that last beyond today.

I ask unanimous consent to have the
following letters printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Thanks for this opportunity. In short:

(1) Increase domestic oil production

(2) Expand nuclear energy

(3) Reduce the speed limit to 656 mi./hr. This
alone saves me 15% on my car fuel consump-
tion and is an immediate reduction in oil
usage.

(4) Do not use our food supply to produce
alcohol for additive to the gasoline. It re-
duces the gas mileage, is harmful to some of
the engine parts and has a large effect on the
supply and cost of our food. The site did re-
search on this about 20 years ago, and built
a plant around Aberdeen, which to my under-
standing, was not successful. At least it did
not stay in operation very long.

I have other ideas on energy policies and
savings if you would like to discuss them.

FERROL, Idaho Falls.

Senator Crapo, Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to share our concerns over the de-
pendence of foreign oil issues that we cur-
rently face.

My business partner and I own a small con-
struction company in Meridian. We do new
residential construction as well as re-mod-
eling in Meridian, Boise, Nampa, Mountain
Home, Horseshoe Bend, Star and other Ada,
Canyon, Boise and Elmore county towns. As
you mentioned in your letter there is great
distance between towns here in the great
state of Idaho. Our traveling cost, as well as
incurring the fee increases by our sub-con-
tractors and suppliers is moving so high—so
fast that a bid to perform work which is nor-
mally good for 30 days actually is out of date
the next week!

We are normally not very political guys,
but we have actually been affected to the
point that we have started a website along
with a petition to Congress to authorize
drilling here in America
www.DrillforAmericanoil.com went online
officially last week (June 13, 2008).

We truly appreciate your efforts on our be-
half regarding this matter and hope that we
can work together as a community and na-
tion to resolve this crisis.

Respectfully,
ED and ED, Meridian.

We, our families, have been unable to get
together to enjoy ourselves because of the
high prices of fuel. I do not understand why
we have to pay the same price for fuel as all
other countries when we have all of the nec-
essary reserves and fuel available here in
this country. Everyone keeps telling us that
we have save for future generations, I say ba-
loney to that as let us take care of ourselves
first and then if anything is left over, give to
the future.

Nuclear energy is safe now that we better
understand how to use it. Wind power is fine
except when the wind is not blowing or solar
power when the sun shines. With solar, it
won’t produce much on a sunny day and
nothing for wind power, so we have to buy a
lot of very expensive batteries and some
means to keep them charged when we do not
have the wind or sun. What then?
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To Whom It May Concern: The cost of fuel
today is really beginning to hurt the Idaho
consumer. On the national level, most of us
here in Idaho are on the poverty level or at
least very close to it, and those of us who are
retired it is just double hurt.

Most of the people who live in my small
community are retired and/or very elderly,
and this fuel rip-off is very damaging to us.
The elderly are forced to keep their tempera-
tures so low in the winter, and still cannot
afford $4+ for our heating oil, so we sit
around with blankets in winter.

The fuel costs are very hard to handle up
here in Nezperce, primarily because we are
forced to drive long distances to do our shop-
ping. Another problem is fuel costs are even
higher in these small communities than it is
in larger towns, so we get a double hit with
the cost of fuel.

For eight years, conservatives had control
of Congress and Senate and they did nothing
for the conservative voters. There are many
voters that tell me they think they will stay
home this November because, quite frankly,
they feel it does no good to vote for people
who will not help us. We have let a few loud
far-left people control the future for all of
us, not letting us do in new exploration, or
any new fuel ideas etc. The effect of fuel
prices is passing off to everything we buy,
and everything we do.

I could go on forever but to no gain; so, to
whom it may concern, if we do not do some-
thing soon, all we will do is make all our en-
emies rich, and bring this nation to its
knees.

JOHN, Nezperce.

Like everyone else in Idaho and around the
country, our family is feeling the pinch of
higher gas prices, but unlike with price hikes
of the past, we, along with our neighbors, are
making changes in our driving habits that
we hope will, over time, drive down those
prices. And that is a good thing. Conserva-
tion will do more to make us energy inde-
pendent than drilling in the last pristine
places like ANWR ever will. And, of course,
the less fossil fuel we burn, the more we help
stave off the effects of climate change.

Of course, our family does not like having
to dig so deeply into our monthly budget to
pay for gas at the pump, but it is our hope
that the pinch at the pump will be the
motivator that catapults our country to the
forefront of alternative energy production. If
we can put a man on the moon, we can be the
innovators who lead the world toward a
clean fuel future. Let us pledge our country’s
attention, innovation and resources to fund
research and development in wind, solar,
wave and biomass energy. Nuclear energy,
though enticing in some ways, is just a dif-
ferent type of ‘‘dirty fuel” and creates na-
tional security concerns as well. It is like
settling for a single when we know we can
hit a home run.

Thank you,

SARA and DAN, Ketchum.

We live in a large, rural state where things
are not close together and there is limited
public transportation. My husband works for
the Idaho National Laboratory contractor,
Battelle, Inc., in Idaho Falls, which is about
50 miles away. The INL does not provide
transportation for workers that do not travel
to the ‘‘site” out in the desert. So he drives
100 miles a day to work. He does carpool with
three others, but the increase in gas prices
has really cut into our budget. We spend ap-
proximately $60/week between the two of us.
I also work full-time, and we have two chil-
dren who attend daycare so we need two ve-
hicles.

Our car is 14 years old, and our family is
rapidly outgrowing it. We would love to buy
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a new car, but cannot afford to at this time.
We are extremely frustrated with the ter-
rible fuel efficiency that larger ‘‘family”’
cars get. Our little Toyota Corolla gets 30+
mpg, and we cannot find anything close to
that in larger sedans. Why would we want to
buy a new car that only gets 17-20 mpg? We
are extremely frustrated that we see news
reports about hybrids, hydrogen cars, eth-
anol cars, etc., but no real push to mass
produce any of them. Why is not Congress
mandating this move? If we can mandate
digital TV, why cannot we mandate non-gas-
oline vehicles and/or ways to improve the ef-
ficiency of existing vehicles? Gas prices have
affected every aspect of our lives, every bill
we get has a notice that it is going up due to
increased fuel costs, every grocery item
costs more, when does it end? Let us end our
dependence on foreign oil and help our envi-
ronment while we are at it!
HEATHER, Pocatello.

Senator Crapo: Rising fuel costs (gasoline)
have caused us to cancel driving trips to Se-
attle from Coeur d’ Alene ($150 fuel cost for
one round trip) and a trip to Redding, Cali-
fornia, (fuel cost estimate for 750-mile round
trip = $150-$160). That is over $300 for fuel to
take our usual trips to see our relatives and
take a vacation. I cannot imagine the total
effect on the economy of driving trips not
taken, airline tickets not purchased and
hotel bills not incurred multiplied by mil-
lions of Americans in just 2008 alone.

Hey, Legislators: Let’s get going on taking
some ACTION to develop our own petroleum
resources and escape our dependence on for-
eign sources!

WILLIAM, Dalton Gardens.

Because I am a single woman of 58 and live
on a fixed income of about $1,000, I have had
to cut back on a lot of things. I live in
Franklin County, and I see a liver specialist
in Salt Lake City, Utah. Since the gas prices
have gotten so outrageous, I have had to
cancel my last appointment with my doctor.
I have since called him and told him since
the gas prices are outrageous; I cannot afford
the expense to drive down there for my fol-
low-ups. We have agreed that I will continue
taking my tests at Logan Regional and, if
my tests show a drastic change, then we will
make an appointment, which I hope I can af-
ford the cost. I am on strong doses of
steroids and other medications that my spe-
cialist has to monitor me as well.

I do not go anywhere except to the grocery
store, pharmacy, and church and collect my
mail. When I have to drive to Logan to take
my medical tests, I accumulate what errands
I have for that day. I cannot afford to visit
my children where one lives in Syracuse,
Utah, and the other in Smithfield, Utah. I
cannot afford cable, a newspaper, a cell
phone or anything.

I hope this helps.
JOYCE, Franklin.

I own a staffing service and many of our
employees can no longer afford the cost of
gas to drive to work. Most of these workers
drive older, less efficient gas mileage cars.
These workers just squeaked by when gas
was at $2.00 per gallon. Now with gas at $4.00,
they cannot afford the extra cost. To make
ends meet many are forced to borrow money,
if they can, from the ‘‘stop and rob payday
loan” outfits; or quit their jobs entirely.

Many American Families are being forced
to go into debt just to put gas into their
cars. These high gas prices cannot be sus-
tained and cannot be tolerated, as they are



