Millions of people are expected to descend upon the Capital Area in the weeks surrounding the inauguration, which is scheduled for Tuesday, January 20, 2009.  The following are recommendations that could smooth your visit and let you make the most of your time in our nation’s capital.
Two organizations are in charge of the official events for the Inauguration.  The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies (JCCIC) is responsible for the swearing-in ceremony, which will occur on the West Front of the U.S. Capitol, and the Inaugural Luncheon.  The inaugural swearing-in ceremony is open to the general public, and has both ticketed and non-ticketed areas.  The National Park Service has opened the full extent of the National Mall for viewing the ceremony, which will be broadcast into those non-ticketed areas over giant screens.  The Inaugural Luncheon is not open to the general public.   The Presidential Inaugural Committee (PIC) is responsible for all other official activities related to the inauguration, including the Presidential Balls.  Both organizations maintain websites and invite people to sign up for e-mail updates regarding their activities.  We would recommend that you sign up to receive those updates.  The links are http://inaugural.senate.gov/index.cfm for the JCCIC and http://www.pic2009.org/ for  the Presidential Inaugural Committee.

If you have been notified that you are receiving tickets from the Idaho congressional offices, please note that the tickets for the swearing-in ceremony are currently being held at a secure facility and will not be delivered to our offices until just a few days before the event.  For these reasons, we cannot mail tickets to Idahoans, and you must pick up the tickets in person; you will likely be asked to present a photo ID to ensure that we are providing the tickets to the correct individual.  My  office on Capitol Hill will be open Monday, January 19, 2009, to facilitate ticket pick-up.  More details on that will be available after the first of the year.  

The tickets provided are in a standing section; the vast majority of the tickets (more than 90%) are in standing sections.  Those with tickets will be standing for the entire ceremony, so dress accordingly and wear comfortable shoes.  In the ticketed sections, tickets are required for everyone in your party, including children.  We have been informed that if a child can walk, a ticket will be needed to enter the ticketed area.  There are handicapped accessible areas which include sign language interpreters in each ticketed section.

Visitors are strongly encouraged to use public transportation while visiting DC, although the public transportation is expected to be very crowded.  Parking, even without a large public gathering, is usually limited in Washington, DC.  The Metro is a clean, reliable mode of travel, but we recommend that you visit the Washington Metro Area Transit Authority website, http://www.wmata.com/, to learn more about the system.  It is also advisable that you plan to purchase your Metro tickets as soon as possible once you arrive in the DC area, as there will likely be long lines on Inauguration Day for ticket purchase.  You can purchase Metro tickets online as well.  You may also wish to review a SmarTrip card to see which ticket type best suits your travel plans and your budget.

You should come prepared for inclement and cold weather.  The security lines to enter the ticketed areas will open at 9 a.m., which is about 2½ hours before the swearing-in ceremony is scheduled to begin.  This is to assist in getting the thousands of people with tickets into the ticketed areas before the event begins.  In 2005, at the last inaugural, people were still being screened when the event began.  It is likely that you will be out in the elements for at least three hours, but possibly longer.  Be prepared with rain ponchos, hand and foot warmers, etc.  Do not bring large bags or backpacks as they slow the screening process and may result in your inability to enter your assigned section.  Minimize the items that you bring with you, and ensure that you are not bringing any prohibited items with you.
Be aware of security restrictions and guidelines.  For example, no strollers or folding chairs will be allowed in the ticketed areas at the swearing-in ceremony.  You also cannot bring in food, umbrellas, Thermos or Thermos-type containers.  You can learn more about these restrictions on http://inaugural.senate.gov/2009/keytopics.cfm#food. 

Congressional offices are only provided with tickets to the swearing-in ceremony.  We do not have tickets to any of the other official inaugural events, including inaugural balls.  For more information on those activities and how to purchase tickets, please visit the Presidential Inaugural Committee website, www.pic2009.org.

Many of you may wish to visit more tourist attractions while you are in the Washington, DC, area.  Our offices are happy to help you arrange certain tours.  Senator Crapo’s website has an extensive tourist information section, http://crapo.senate.gov/services/TouristPlanning.cfm, a resource that will be very helpful in determining what other activities you may want to arrange to do during your stay in our nation’s capital.  Many museums do not require tickets, but some do.  If you are interested in touring monuments and attractions like the Washington Monument or the Holocaust Museum, please note that tickets are required.  You can make arrangements for those tickets online.  Given the number of people expected in the area during January, those tickets may be difficult to obtain.

If you have any questions regarding your visit, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

